CHAPTER XXVIII
BRYOZOA, OR POLYZOA
THE Bryozoa, or Polyozoa, are minute animals forming
moss-like or coral-like calcareous or chitinous aggregations.
The colonies are called corms, polyzoaria, or coencecia. They
often attain an enormous size. In the adult stage they lead
a sedentary life attached to some submerged object. The
animals themselves are small, but easily visible to the naked
eye. Some of them are covered with a secreted coating, or
sheath, that takes the form of a narrow, brown-colored tube;
others are embedded in a mass of jelly. The genera that
live in the brown, horny tubes form tree-like growths that
often attain considerable length. The branches are some-
times an inch long, and each one is the home of an individual
polyzoon, or polypid. The branches, or hollow twigs, are
separated from the main stalk by partitions, so that, to a
certain extent, each polypid lives a separate existence in its
own little case, though each was formed from its next lower
neighbor by a process of budding.
The body of the organism is a transparent membranous
sac, immersed in the .jelly or concealed in the brown opaque
sheath. It contains a U-shaped alimentary canal, with a con-
tractile oesophagus, a stomach, and an intestine; a muscular
system that permits some motion within the case, and that
enables the animal to protrude inself from the case and to
extend and contract its tentacles; mesenteries in the form of
fibrous bands; an ovary; and a rudimentary nervous system.
There is no heart and no blood-vessels of any kind.
The most conspicuous part of the animal is the circlet of
ciliated tentacles. They are mounted on a sort of platform,
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